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on any topic without a few words of eulogy of their father,
makes outsiders smile and shrug their shoulders impatiently *
but in Birmingham it still brings tears to the eyes of the
faithful.   What is now, no doubt, a pose, was a real
devotion in the days of the Boer War.   Little wonder, then,
that when the news reached Birmingham that Lloyd George
was actually coming to denounce Chamberlain in the Town
Hall of his own city, the blood of the multitude began to
boil, and they vowed that the sacrilegious man should not
escape with his life.   The meeting had been arranged by
the Birmingham Liberal Association as part of their annual
routine.   But the Unionists chose to regard it as a deliberate
affront; and they set to work to bring it to naught.   How far
the subsequent tragic happening is to be attributed to the
unguided lawlessness of a brutal mob, and how far to the
deliberate plotting of the local Press and prominent Cham-
berlainites in die city, it is impossible to decide.  That
many Unionist stalwarts were in the Town Hall on the
fatal night, and also in the mob which smashed windows,
burst in doors* killed one man, and seriously wounded scores
of others, cannot be denied*   Nor can it be denied that the
local Unionist Press did its utmost to pour oil on the flames,
Only two days before the meeting one of those irresponsible
and blackguardly papers wrote in its leading article: " Mr,
Lloyd George has studiously acquired the reputation of being
the most violent Pro-Boer in the country*  This Welshman
has used language respecting the Ministers of his countty
and the soldiers of the King which, if uttered respecting any
Continental Ministry, would have caused him to be arraigned
for treason and sentenced to a considerable term of im-
prisonment*  A hundred years ago in England he would
have stood a very excellent chance of losing his heacU*
* fact which, metaphorically! he performs every time h*
a public meeting,  His particular antipathy fo$